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National Testing Eventing Track Phase Testing 
Information & FAQ 

Objective of phase 
testing (PT) for 
national eventing 
(EV) candidates? 

How will PT benefit 
candidates? 

Phase testing (PT) should make national Eventing (EV) certifications more attainable by 
creating opportunity and flexibility for members to enter and progress through the EV national 
testing (NT) certification process.  

 EV candidates may test for the C-3, B, and A in its entirety (as it’s always been done).
 EV candidates may test for the C-3, B, and A in 2 phases.
 Candidates can test for one phase if they are unable to find a horse to test all phases on or

a horse goes lame prior to the testing and a candidate can only find a flat horse to test on.
 Allow members to earn part of their certification (riding on the flat) even if the candidate

DNMS over fences, a horse goes lame before the jumping phase, or a candidate becomes
ill or injured during the jumping phase.

Does PT change the 
EV SOPs? 

No.  Whether a candidate tests for her/his EV C-3, B, or A in phases or not all EV candidates are 
tested to the same SOP and participate in the same testings at the same time. 

Is PT different from 
alternative 
progression at the 
club/center level? 

Yes.  In phase testing no certification title is earned until a member MS on both phases.  There 
are no additional certification titles added to the national level EV certifications (i.e. NO C-3 flat 
or C-3 jumping certification titles). 

Can candidates test 
for the EV levels as 
they have been? 

Yes.  Candidates testing for the EV C-3, B, or A have two options when applying to test: 
I. Apply to test the level in its entirety. 

II. Apply to test in 2 phases.
1) Phase 1: HM and Riding on the Flat

 C-3: HM (turnout, bandaging, longeing) and Riding on the Flat.
 B: HM (bandaging & longeing) and Riding on the Flat.
 A: Riding on the Flat.

2) Phase 2: Riding over Fences

What are the 
guidelines for 
applying to test for 
the level in its 
entirety vs apply to 
test in phases? 

Candidates may apply to test for the EV C-3, B, and A in their entirety (as they have been 
doing). 

 If candidate MS in HM and Flat but DNMS over fences the candidate will have earned
phase I. 

 If candidate must withdraw (for any reason) prior to riding over fences the candidate will
have earned phase I. 

 In either case the candidate will have 2 years to apply for and earn phase II to complete
their certification.  

Candidates may apply to test for the EV C-3, B, or A in phases. 
 Candidates must MS on phase I (including retest) prior to testing for phase II.
 No certification (C-3, B, A) is earned when a candidates MS at phase I.
 Once a member has MS at phase I, s/he has 2 years to test for phase II.
 If the candidate DNMS at phase II s/he may apply for and test again for phase II without

losing phase I.
 Once a candidate MS at both phases the certification is earned (C-3, B, A).
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What is the 
timeline for a 
candidate to 
complete phase 1 
and 2? 

If candidate tests in phases s/he will have 2 years to complete phase 1, including all 
retests, and test and receive a result of MS or eligible to retest in phase 2.  Example: a 
candidate who tests phase 1 in 2020, must complete all phase 1 retests and test phase 2 with 
either a MS or eligible to retest result by December 1, 2022. 

How is retesting 
different for PT 
candidate vs 
candidates testing 
in entirety? 

Candidates applying to test in entirety use the current retest guidelines: 1 HM and 1 mounted 
block may be retested.  

 If candidate DNMS on 2 blocks on the flat or over fences they DNMS for the level in its
entirety. 

 If candidate DNMS on 1 block on the flat and 1 block over fences s/he will have earned
phase I (after retesting the 1 block on the flat). S/he will then test phase II at another 
time.  

Candidates applying to test in phases: 
 Phase I candidates can retest 1 HM and 1 mounted box.
 Phase II candidates can retest 1 mounted box.
 Phase I retests must be earned prior to a candidate testing for phase II

What is the testing 
fee? 

The current EV national testing fee is $250 
 If a candidate applies to take the test in its entirety the testing fee will be $250 with no

refund if the candidate leaves having only earned phase I. 
 If a candidate applies to test in phases, the testing fee for each phase is $200

Will PT change how 
members compete 
at rally? 

No. Members will not earn a certification until both phases have been earned in their entirety. 
Members will compete at rally under their current certification at the time of the rally 

Will PT make 
testing schedules 
longer, more 
complicated, or 
require more of PT 
candidates? 

No. Phase candidates will test using the same schedule and SOP expectations as candidates 
testing the traditional format.  

 The revised 2020 EV SOPs detail a more standardized schedule and flow to the testing.
Example schedules will be posted for examiners. 

 Examiners may have to hold 2 briefings

Where should I 
direct additional 
questions about 
PT? 

If you have additional questions about phase testing, please don’t hesitate to contact any of 
the following: 

 Macee Matott, testing coordinator at the national office
o Testing@ponyclub.org or 859/559-0649

 Current NTC Co-Chairs: Erin Boddaert and Asia Thayer
o erin.boddaert@gmail.com, asiathayer@hotmail.com


